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as the type of the logic process and to regard it as capable of throw- 
ing light upon problems is an error. It would be far better to take 
as the type-relation one of those in which the existence-term which 
is always present is present explicitly. After some discussion, Dr. 
Morris R. Cohen followed with a paper on "Mechanism and Causal- 
ity in the Light of Eecent Physics." The belief, he held, that all 
physical phenomena must be explicable in terms of mechanics rests 
as a matter of fact on the doctrine of the subjectivity of secondary 
qualities. Recent progress in physics seems to indicate that the 
laws of mechanics are not of universal application, i. e., do not hold 
of very large velocities nor of very small bodies, and it may be neces- 
sary to base mechanics on electricity rather than electricity on 
mechanics. Distinguishing between mechanism and determinism, 
the paper went on to show that the statistical view of physics enables 
us to dispense with the notion of causality and to replace it with the 
wider and more definite idea of functional relation, in the mathe- 
matical sense, between phenomena. In the subsequent discussion 
with Professor Royce, Dr. Cohen insisted that the mathematical 
treatment of physical phenomena does not necessarily make them a 
part of mechanics. Professor Sheldon followed with a paper on 
"Chance," which aimed to show that chance, as an empirical con- 
cept, is just as real as cause, space, quantity, or other accredited 
scientific categories. The final paper of the morning was by Dr. 
Karl Schmidt on "The Nature and Function of Definition in a 
Logical System," in which the writer maintained, as against the 
ordinary modern accounts of definition, that definition is of indis- 
pensable use in a deductive system because it introduces into that 
system the "new." Professor Royce spoke briefly in approval of 
Dr. Schmidt's view. After some brief discussion by Mrs. Franklin, 
Dr. Cohen, and Professor Royce, the meeting adjourned. 

H. A. OVERSTREET. 
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REVIEWS AND ABSTRACTS OF LITERATURE 

Influencing Men in Business. Walter Dill Scott. New York: The 

Ronald Press. 1911. Pp. 168. $1.00. 

This readable little book contains an analysis, in popular language, of 
typical processes of choice and action, and a comparison of argument and 
suggestion as means of influencing conduct. Simple business situations 
are cited in which each of the two methods of appeal is most likely to 
meet with success. The ideo-motor character of suggestion is empha- 
sized and illustrations of both argument and suggestion, drawn from 
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advertising sources, are discussed in much the same vein that has popu- 
larized the author's earlier writings among the ambitious young business 
men to whom the book is dedicated. 

The chief difficulty with this type of " applied psychology " is that 
while classification and schematization of mental operations may facili- 
tate the recognition of one's own conscious states, it goes but a little 
way toward communicating the ability to set up these processes in others. 
The applied psychology which will really contribute toward industrial 
efficiency will grow out of the application of laboratory and statistical 
method. The methods of inquiry and research which psychology has de- 
veloped can be made to yield results of real value when applied to the 
complex process of every day life. The psychology evolved by the intro- 
spective method can never be in the true sense an applied science; it is 
at most an academic analysis illustrated by industrial instances. Aside 
from a heightened feeling of the dignity of his work, the real advance 
which the man of business can expect from psychology must come from 
his acquaintance with experimental technique. There are countless prob- 
lems in the efficient production and distribution of goods to the investi- 
gation of which such technique is well adapted. Such application has al- 
ready yielded material of interest, both to industry and to science. That 
the practical man is recognizing this fact is indicated by the recent es- 
tablishment, by the New York Advertising Men's League, of a research 
fellowship in the department of psychology at Columbia. 

h. l. hollingworth. 
Barnard College. 
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